Fishing for a Cure 
Annual tournament to boost food allergy research
By Jo Ann Hustis
Herald Writer
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	Fishing for a Cure Bass Tournament will take place on Saturday, May 31 to raise funds for the Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Network.
	


BRACEVILLE - Seventy teams are on board for the seventh annual Fishing for a Cure Tournament, with room for just 30 more.

The lure is the $10,000 in guaranteed prize money offered by tournament sponsor Braidwood Generating Station. The top team will hook $4,000 for the first-place finish.

“And, that's pretty good,” station spokesman Paul Dempsey noted Monday.

Braidwood Station is paying out on 10 spots. Which means if 100 boats enter the tournament, they have a one-in-10 chance of snagging some prize money.

Second and third places will net $2,500 and $1,000, respectively. Fourth through sixth places will land $500 apiece. Seventh through 10 places will each snare a nifty $250. The Fishing for a Cure Bass Tournament is Saturday, May 31.

The tourney starts from the Kankakee Road South Ramp at Braidwood Lake. Entry is $100 per team. All proceeds, including 100 percent of the entry fees, will go to the Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Network.

FAAN is a non-profit organization designed to raise public awareness of the problem, provide advocacy and education, and advance food allergy and anaphylaxis research.

Anaphylaxis is an severe, whole-body allergic reaction that occurs after the second or subsequent exposure to substances such as bee sting toxin. The reaction is sudden, severe, involves the whole body, and can cause death. 

	

	


Each year, a different benefit is chosen by poll of Braidwood employees.

The 2008 tourney is designed to help those such as Cameron Abbott, son of Braidwood employee Chris Abbott and his wife, Michelle, a part-time employee. Cameron, 4, has severe cow's milk and egg allergies.

“You kind of don't realize it's more than just getting a rash,” said Dempsey. “A food allergy can be very, very severe. This is a great cause.”

No floundering here. The tourney has been close to sellout the past couple years. 

	

	


“We get a lot of returnees,” said Dempsey. “They are usually the first wave of people to sign up. Some teams from the station always participate.”

A separate kids tournament will be at the Godley Park District pond in Godley.

“We began this last year with well over 100 kids,” noted Exelon spokesman Neal Miller, who spearheaded the team tourney event seven years ago.

“Everyone won prizes. They were all real excited,” he said.

Registration for the kids tournament is at 9 a.m. Fishing is 10 to 11:30 a.m. The entry fee is $5 per youngster.

Also, the station this year is letting junior anglers, ages 11 to 16, participate in the adult tournament, provided they have a parent or guardian with them.

“Which means they can help compete for the big money,” Miller noted.

The first tournament had 35 teams. The event grew from closing the lake a short time for a security evaluation after the terrorist attack on American on Sept. 11, 2001.

“We were looking for a way to welcome back the fishermen when the lake reopened the following season,” Miller said. “We though, ‘What better way than to have a charity fishing tournament to raise money for a great cause.”

The tournament wouldn't be the success it is without the cooperation of Braidwood Station employees.

“Who rally together to make it the awesome event that it is,” said Miller. 

