Fishing tourney sets fundraising record 
Most-ever 92 teams help raise $26,000 for allergy research
Tuesday, June 3, 2008 12:29 PM CDT 

	
 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.townnews.com/morrisdailyherald.com/art/spacer.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 





	[image: image2.png]


 Chief Operating Officer Mike Pacilio, right, gives the thumbs up as the Fishing for a Cure tournament begins. Jeff Humenik from Corporate Maintenance, drives the boat. (Photo courtesy of Exelon Nuclear)


BRACEVILLE - Exelon Nuclear and anglers raised a record $26,000 for charity Saturday during the annual Fishing for a Cure tournament at Braidwood Lake.

The proceeds benefit FAAN, the Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Network.

This was the seventh year of the tournament sponsored by Braidwood Generating Station, and the seventh consecutive fundraising record, station spokesman Paul Dempsey noted.

Another record was shattered in that 184 fishermen competing in 92 two-person teams, making this the largest turnout in the tournament's history.

The team of Gerald Luehrs of Lansing and John Luehrs of Manhattan captured 8.15 pounds of fish and the $4,000 first-place prize. 

Justin Romines of Morris and Cory Stuart of Plainfield won the $2,500 second-place prize, while Demarco Woods of Mazon and John Mathias of Newark took home $1,000 for third place. Seven other teams shared the remaining $2,500 in prize money.

John Barton of Streator caught the tournament's big bass. It was the second consecutive year that Barton has nabbed this honor. Al Lockhart of Wilmington caught the biggest catfish.

Prize money and other tournament costs are donated by Braidwood Station and several local sponsoring businesses and organizations. All proceeds raised through tournament entry fees, raffles and sponsorships go to the recipient charity, which is selected annually by station employees.

FAAN is a nonprofit organization that raises public awareness, provides advocacy and education, and strives to advance research on behalf of those affected by food allergies and anaphylaxis. More than 12 million Americans have food allergies, among them three million children. There is no known cure for food allergy, a potentially fatal condition; strict avoidance of the food allergen is the only way to prevent a reaction. 

“We are proud that the station can host events such as this to raise money for FAAN,” said Braidwood Site Vice President Bryan Hanson. “We appreciate the numerous donations from local business and organizations that helped to make the event a success.”

“We are so grateful to Exelon Nuclear for hosting this year's Fishing for a Cure tournament on behalf of FAAN,” said Lauren Mudd, FAAN representative. “We continually strive to increase support and awareness of food allergies, and Exelon Nuclear has graciously helped us toward that goal.”

More than 50 young anglers took part in this year's children's bank derby at Godley Park.

Several local organizations and businesses contributed to the success of the event. 

Exelon's Fishing for a Cure has raised nearly $110,000 for various charities in the past seven years.

Charities benefiting include the Beth Ann Miller Foundation in their fight against bacterial meningitis at $5,000 in 2002; Chicago chapter of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation at $7,500 in 2003; Yellow Ribbon Suicide Prevention Center at $13,000 in 2004; Multiple Sclerosis Society at $16,000 in 2005; Make-a-Wish Foundation of Illinois at $20,400 in 2006; and Citizens United for Research in Epilepsy at $21,000 in 2007.

